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Slaughter Beach Treasurer Joanne Plescia and Mayor Bob Wood talk on the northern Sussex County beach. Town officials are
experiencing revived tourism, thanks to environmental enthusiasts.

WONDERS OF WILDLIFE

Slaughter Beach reaches ecotourism enthusiasts

By Joseph Edelen

Delaware State News

SLAUGHTER BEACH — As
many Delawareans flock to Re-
hoboth and Dewey beaches this
time of year, one of the state’s less-
er-known coastal towns is experi-
encing revived tourism.

For some, Slaughter Beach’s
horseshoe crabs, red knots and
other wildlife win out over shop-
ping, the boardwalk and nightlife.

A town with only two business-
es, the northern Sussex County
spot is experiencing an uptick in
visitors interested in ecotourism,
according to Mayor Bob Wood,
who said its popularity is unlike
anything he has seen since he’s

Mayor Wood, originally from
Baltimore, bought a Slaughter
Beach house with his wife in De-
cember 1999, vacationing at the
home before moving there perma-
nently in 2016. He said that, though
the town has been gentrified over
the years, the recent boost of eco-
tourists mirrors an early boom in
the area’s history.

He hearkened back to when
the town was incorporated in the
1930s.

“You’ve got to think, there was
no Bay Bridge back then, and Re-
hoboth was really still a religious
destination at the time. In Slaugh-
ter Beach, there were hotels, a
dance hall, a boardwalk that peo-
ple in this area wanted to go to,”

“People came to visit Slaugh-
ter Beach during that time, but
as Rehoboth comes along, as the
Bay Bridge comes along and as
Ocean City (Maryland) gets more
and more popular, our beach went
back to being that sleepy, fishing
village type of place.”

The 250-resident town, founded
in 1681 and incorporated in 1931,
has remained that type of desti-
nation for ecotourists who visit
year-round. Mayor Wood said that,
during the summer, Slaughter can
see 800-900 visitors at any given
time and that he has noticed more
day-trippers in the last year than
ever before.

Sixteen residents rent their

Abhortion
access hill
auvances

to Senate

By Matt McDonald

Delaware State News

DOVER — As the country awaits
a U.S. Supreme Court decision that
is expected to overturn Roe v. Wade,
lawmakers in a Delaware Senate
committee forwarded a bill on Tues-
day that would expand abortion ac-
cess in the state and shield provid-
ers of reproductive health care from
laws targeting them in other states.

House Bill 455 would allow phy-
sicians assistants, certified nurse
midwife and certified nurse practi-
tioners to perform abortions.

The Senate Legislative Oversight
and Sunset Committee voted re-
lease it to the Senate floor Tuesday.

Sponsor Rep. Melissa Mi-
nor-Brown, D-New Castle, said HB
455 is a “crucial bill — especially
looking at everything that’s going on
in our country.”

“We have to make sure that we
protect women’s right to reproduc-
tive health care. And we also need
to make sure that we protect our
clinicians from any legal repercus-
sions related to providing reproduc-
tive health care to our women,” said
Rep. Minor-Brown, who holds nurs-
ing degrees.

HB 455’s movement through the
Senate comes two months after
Gov. John Carney signed into law a
bill that expanded access to med-
ication abortion in much the same
way — by allowing more types of
health care professionals to write
such prescriptions.

Even if Roe v. Wade is overturned,
abortion access in Delaware is al-
lowed in the state prior to viability,
to protect the health or life of the
mother, and in cases of severe fetal
anomalies. In 2017 lawmakers went
further, codifying the principles of
the 1973 Supreme Court decision
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homes during the summer, Mayor
Wood said, speculating that many
ecotourists use these accommoda-
tions.

The mayor first realized the rise
in such tourism as the calendar ap-
proached horseshoe crab-mating
season, typically between May and
June. He said that, walking through
town, he noticed that all the rentals
were full and some visitors had cre-
ated campsites.

After talking with locals, he
learned that the campers were bird
enthusiasts, searching for some of
the region’s most notable shore-
birds, like sanderlings, semipalmat-
ed sandpipers and red knots.

“The ecosystem in this area is
very unique. Each species works to-
gether and plays their role, like the
horseshoe crabs will bring in the red
knots, sanderlings and other shore-
birds. The horseshoe crabs and the
red knots are the rock stars, but ul-
timately, people come here to see
the nature,” Mayor Wood said.

Though there will always be an
audience for the town’s wildlife,
he said the increase in ecotourism
could be attributed to recent ef-
forts to protect the environment in
Slaughter Beach.

In August 2021, a study by the
University of Maryland Environ-
mental Finance Center found that
Delaware’s Mispillion and Cedar
Creek watersheds — which encap-
sulate much of the Milford and
Slaughter Beach area — provide
millions of dollars to nearby com-
munities and their residents via
wildlife viewing and outdoor recre-
ation. Specifically, the report said
that Milford’s Abbott’s Mill Nature
Center generated up to $6.3 million
annually from visitor activity and
that Slaughter Beach wildlife activ-
ity generated more than $1 million.

The study was led by The Pew
Charitable Trusts in collaboration
with the Waterways Infrastructure
& Investment Network, which aims
to capitalize on the economic value
of the two watersheds by exploring
investments to protect them and
encourage ecotourism. The net-
work consists of stakeholders in the
Resilient and Sustainable Commu-
nities League, including Delaware
Sea Grant, the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and En-
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A father watches his son examine a horseshoe crab on Slaughter Beach. Tourists have been flocking to the area to watch the shore-
birds who come to feast on the crabs’ eggs during this time of year.

vironmental Control, the Partner-
ship for the Delaware Estuary and
the Delaware Department of Trans-
portation.

WIIN will develop management
plans and potential investments to
protect the area from dangers cre-
ated by climate change, such as re-
duced coastlines that increase flood
risk. These projects will be funded
through a federal grant provided
by the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration and match
dollars from Delaware Sea Grant,
The Pew Charitable Trusts and oth-
ers, totaling over $220,000.

For Danielle Swallow, Delaware
Sea Grant’s coastal hazards expert
and WIIN project manager, the sup-
port from Delaware Sea Grant and
other RASCL partners will provide
a lot of help.

“Our whole job is to support the
capacity of Delaware’s communi-
ties and undertake planning to be
more resilient to weather and cli-
mate changes. We’re about capac-
ity building. Milford and Slaughter

Beach are relatively small towns
in Delaware, and when you have a
town like Slaughter Beach, where
it’s mostly a volunteer government,
they don’t have the capacity to go
after major federal grants and im-
plement projects, so RASCL and
WIIN go along way in bringing part-
ners to the table to help them,” she
said.

The area surrounding the Mispil-
lion and Cedar Creek watersheds
— which cover nearly 130 miles of
the state’s coastline — is one of
the largest, undisturbed tracts of
natural resources in Delaware, Ms.
Swallow added. And in addition to
being a horseshoe crab sanctuary,
Slaughter Beach is in the path of an
internationally recognized flyway
for migrating birds, who feast on
those animals’ eggs.

Ms. Swallow said it is important
to secure funding to build resilien-
¢y to climate change, as well as en-
courage economic opportunity in
the region through nature. In Mil-
ford, this includes capitalizing on

the Mispillion River by expanding
the community and inviting com-
mercial development. In Slaughter,
initiatives focus on eco-friendly in-
vestment.

She said WIIN isn’t just looking
at typical economic indicators but
also intrinsic values the ecosystem
brings to communities like Slaugh-
ter Beach.

After examining these factors, a
variety of eco-friendly investments
will be considered, like more Kayak
launches on the Mispillion River, a
more consistent bike route between
Milford and Slaughter Beach, bird-
ing platforms throughout the towns
and environmentally friendly busi-
nesses, Ms. Swallow said.

The stewardship of residents in
these small communities shows
how much Delawareans care about
the state’s wildlife and natural re-
sources, she added.

“We’re a conduit to demonstrate
the value and the opportunity that

See Beach — Page 9
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An osprey sits in its nest not far from the observation deck at Marvel Saltmarsh Pre-
serve in Slaughter Beach.
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The Marvel Saltmarsh Preserve has a boardwalk to allow visitors 1o get closer to the

marsh in Slaughter Beach.
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exists to invest more into Slaughter
Beach and in the area because there
will be a great return on investment
if we protect those natural resourc-
es,” Ms. Swallow said.

“In towns like Slaughter Beach,
they are very, very environmental-
ly conscious. They really care for
wildlife; they’ll flip over the horse-
shoe crabs when needed, and
they’ll maintain the health of their
resources. There’s a certain way of
life that people in these communi-
ties are really keen to protect, and 1
think it’s important for us to always
try to support these small towns
and the rich, natural resources that
are around them.”

According to Mayor Wood,
though Slaughter may not be bus-
tling with tourists, it offers a differ-
ent encounter vacationers will not
get anywhere else.

“It’s a different vibe, for sure. It’s
a different type of relaxation; some
people like going out on the board-
walk or partying, while others may
enjoy looking at nature. There is
nothing wrong with either, but it
gives people the option to see the
natural beauty in our state,” he said.

“You can have a different experi-
ence in Slaughter Beach, and I think
people have realized that, when you
think about beaches in Delaware,
it’s not all just Thrasher’s, Dolle’s
and Candy Kitchen.”

Staff writer Joseph Edelen can be reached at - I
Jedelen@iniusa.org. Follow @JoeEdelenDSN Delaware State News/Marc Clery
on Twitter. An information board on horseshoe crabs is positioned at the entrance of Slaughter Beach.
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