
RASCL SCIENCE AND RESEARCH LIAISON COMMITTEE

& DELAWARE SEA GRANT

Priority Research on Flooding and Sea 
Level Rise in Delaware



Goals

Foster more dialogue between community 
stakeholders and the research profession

Produce a list of priority research needs 

Inform topics of future funding competitions and enhance 
the competitiveness of research proposals

Identify and develop research projects benefiting 
Delaware’s communities



Research Forum 1/9/25
● Brought 50 researchers, practitioners, and 

community members together 
● Discussion included:

○ Opportunities to sample research that is 
now being conducted

○ How is information reaching the broader 
community?

○ What are key items missing or needed?
● Initial results recorded and categorized





Expand Our Understanding of 
Community Research Needs

● Locate the research survey on your table

● Circle the top 1-2 priorities in each category, 
based on your perspective

● Provide additional ideas/feedback

…With Your Input!





Key Emergent Categories

Climate Adaptation and Resilience Strategies1

Climate Risks and Impacts2

Policy, Governance, and Public Engagement3

Data and Data Delivery4



What could research topics
look like within these 
categories?



Prepare for more water

● Innovation in community design, 
infrastructure, and land use 
approaches 

● Develop and improve effective 
adaptation measures that can help 
communities prepare for 
compound flooding events

1Climate Adaptation and Resilience Strategies

Build and Strengthen Partnerships

● Innovation in public-private 
partnerships to strengthen 
Delaware’s coastal economy against 
climate risks.

Monitoring and Maintenance

● Enhance and maintain groundwater, floodwater, and 
vegetation monitoring.



Evaluation of Risk

● Flooding and SLR impact now vs. higher standard alternatives?

● Economic Impacts of intermediate high SLR by 2050

○ coastal and inland impact to communities/residents

● What are risk thresholds for Delaware communities with timeframes?

2Climate Risks and Impacts



3Policy, Governance, and Public Engagement

Framework and Policy

● Create a framework to 
identify/prioritize valuable 
land parcels for preserving 
agriculture and open spaces 
to help reduce development 
and climate impacts.

● Devise policies to support 
more equitable climate  
adaptation in Delaware's 
diverse communities.

Communication

● Develop impactful 
communication 
strategies for flooding 
and sea level rise.

Challenges and 
Best Practices

● Determine factors/best 
practices that enable 
successful community 
resiliency measures.

● Assess barriers and 
challenges to raising 
match dollars for large 
state and federal grants



4Data and Data Delivery

Community/User Needs

● Research, data, and tools 
designed for Delaware 
communities.

Actionable and Accessible Data 
Products

● Identify/reduce barriers to 
producing accessible data and 
products.

Effective Media Platforms

● What methods or media 
platforms can be most 
effective for communicating 
research outcomes to 
Delaware communities?



Help us determine priorities!

● Find survey on tables

● Circle items most important to you!

● Complete survey by the end of today’s sessions

○ Leave survey on the table for collection

● Questions about the forum and our results? 

○ Contact rasclinfo@gmail.com
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