


A collaborative network of 
professionals working to increase 

community capacity to mitigate and 
adapt to environmental changes, 

including climate change 



Highlights from 2019
ÅHeld RASCL Coffee Hours in each county

ÅThird annual Summit is our biggest yet 

ÅCo-hosted Army Corps 101 workshop

ÅDebuted RASCL to a national audience

ÅbƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ

ÅConnected stakeholders to experts and tools

Climate Information Center 
https://www.declimateinfo.org/

Database for Funding Resilient Communities

https://www.derascl.org/funding-database

Sussex County Coffee Hour

https://www.declimateinfo.org/
https://www.derascl.org/funding-database


Debuting in 2020: 
RASCL Strategic Plan
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Credit: SCAOR



2019 RASCL Summit Attendees
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State Government
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County Government
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Non-Profits
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Private
9%



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ {ǳƳƳƛǘ
Å Three Panel 

Presentations 

Å Two Guest Speakers

Å Networking Time

Å Breakfast and Lunch

Å Exhibitors

Å Raffles

Å Bathrooms

Å Evaluations

Å Polling



DNREC Shoreline & Waterway 
Management

DE Section of the American Water 
Resources Association

Environmental Finance Center ς
University of Maryland

Thank You to Our Sponsors



Thank You to Our Planning Committee



tƻƭƭ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΥ [ŜǘΩǎ IŜŀǊ CǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳΗ

To participate by web:
Å Go to PollEv.com/rascl959
Å Enter a screen name of your choice
Å When poll is active, click on response

To participate by text:
Å Text RASCL959to 22333
Å When poll is active, type A,B,C, or D to respond



Now, Please Welcome:
Connie Holland



Panel I

Uncharted Waters and Shifting Sands:
Understanding the Need for Managing 

Change



Connecting Land & Water

Kristen Travers





²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ 
Water?

Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern



Residents attend an 

informational 

meeting on the PFCs 

that were found in 

public drinking wells 

at the Blades 

Volunteer Fire 

Company's banquet 

hall. (Photo: Jason 

Minto, The News 

Journal)

Published Feb. 13, 2018



Most common impairments:
- Nutrients, 
- Bacteria

- Toxins (PCBs, pesticides etc)
- Sediment
- Habitat
- Biology





Estimated DE Forest Cover:  30%

5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ рп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мтулΩǎ



Resilience Naturally

ÅLowest US mean elevation

ÅSinking

ÅRelationship to water

ÅIncreased storm intensity

άinfrastructure in most parts of the country is no longer 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭΣέ

Geophysical Research Letters, 2019 



Mixed Multi-tiered  Toolbox

ÅRegulated: Policy/Regulations

ÅNon-Regulated but Permanent 

ÅProtected open space/parks

ÅVoluntary

ÅConservation Easements

ÅOpen/Farmland preservation

ÅConservation Incentives



ÅProtected Wetlands

ÅRiparian Buffers

ÅIncreased Forest Cover

ÅConservation Incentives





Resiliency Naturally

ÅLeverage Financial 
Resources

ÅStrong Policies & 
Regulations

ÅCollaborations & 
Partnerships

ÅNormalize Nature



¢I9¸ {!¸ ahb9¸ 5h9{bΩ¢ Dwh² hb ¢w99{Φ 
OR DOES IT?

Economic Value of Protected Open Space in Southeastern Pennsylvania 



Panel I

Uncharted Waters and Shifting Sands:
Understanding the Need for Managing 

Change



Land use impacts from sea level and water table rise

Tom McKenna & Changming He
Delaware Geological Survey

University of Delaware
RASCL Annual Summit

November 15, 2019

How will groundwater in aquifers react to a rise in sea level?


