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Housing Needs Assessment



50% of renters in Delaware 
are cost burdened



Uptick in Natural Disasters

Tornadoes in Delaware since 1950 | delawareonline.com

https://data.delawareonline.com/tornado-archive/


Strategy Elements Overview

• State landscape/demographics, etc.
• Detail for the Preparedness, 

Interim Housing, Permanent 
Housing, and Mitigation and 
Resilience phases
– Timeline
– Key Agencies
– Activities
– Transition to Next Phase

• Pre-disaster Capacity Building 
Recommendations

• Current and Potential Resources 
(state and local)
• Preparedness, Mitigation & 

Resilience
• Sheltering and Interim Housing
• Permanent Housing

• Federal Disaster Housing Assistance 
Programs
• Available at all phases of recovery



Disaster Housing Strategy Goals

1. Strengthening Local and State Processes for Interim Housing 
Deployment.

2. Facilitating the Transition from Interim to Permanent 
Housing.

3. Enhancing Resilience and Sustainability in Housing 
Reconstruction. **

4. Promoting Equity and Inclusion in Disaster Housing 
Solutions.

5. Strengthening Coordination and Communication Among 
Stakeholders.

6. Building Capacity for Long-Term Housing Recovery. **



Disaster Housing Task Force
(DHTF)

State Partners

• DelDOT

• DEMA

• DSHA

• DHSS

• DOI

• DNREC

• OSPC

Federal Partners

• FEMA

• USDA

• HUD

• SBA

Local and County 

Public Sector 

Partners

• City of Dover

• City of 

Wilmington 

• Dover HA

• KC

• Newark Housing 

Authority

• NCC

• NCC HA

• SC

• WHA

Non-Profit, Academic, 

and Private Sector 

Partners

• DAA

• DLLG

• DMHOA

• Delaware Sea Grant

• DEVOAD

• ESBLTRG

• Energize Delaware

• FSCAA

• H4H

• HAD

• KCAR

• Roofs from the Heart

• MHDC

• ARC

• United Way

• UDel



Goal 3: Enhance Resilience and 

Sustainability in Housing Reconstruction

Objective 3.1: Integrate resilience and sustainability standards into the 
planning and construction of new permanent housing to withstand 

future disasters.

Objective 3.2: Provide education and resources to homeowners and 
builders on resilient construction practices and materials.

Objective 3.3: Encourage community involvement in the rebuilding 
process to ensure housing solutions meet local needs and preferences.

Objective 3.4: Secure funding and financial mechanisms, including 
federal aid, state funds, and private investments, to support resilient 

and sustainable housing projects.

Objective 3.5: Implement long-term monitoring and maintenance 
programs to ensure the continued safety and resilience of rebuilt 

housing.



Goal 6: Build Capacity for Long-term 

Housing Recovery
Objective 6.1: Invest in the training and development of local housing 
authorities and disaster response teams to enhance their capacity to 

manage housing recovery efforts.

Objective 6.2: Establish a reserve fund specifically for disaster housing 
recovery to ensure quick financial mobilization when needed.

Objective 6.3: Create partnerships with educational institutions to 
develop research and innovation in disaster-resistant housing 

technologies and strategies.

Objective 6.4: Promote community-based housing recovery plans that 
empower local communities to take an active role in rebuilding efforts.

Objective 6.5: Develop and implement a comprehensive housing 
recovery guide that outlines roles, responsibilities, and timelines for all 

stakeholders involved in the long-term recovery process.





Pre-Disaster Capacity Building 
Recommendations

1. Provide technical assistance to local and county governments
2. Identify land use parameters and conduct analysis for the potential 

siting of temporary housing units
3. Examine the potential to maintain a state fund for housing recovery
4. Coordinate damage assessment data processes and management 

across partners
5. Introduce the Disaster Housing Strategy to partners across the state 
6. Provide training to state agencies, local jurisdictions, and volunteers
7. Examine potential to adopt a statewide building code
8. Assess capacity and prepare to manage and implement potential 

disaster funding
9. Coordinate with local jurisdictions to implement tracking of disaster-

related building permits 
10. Examine the potential to support mandated rental registration





Use Existing Programs
• Milford Housing Development Corp.

– Statewide Emergency Repair Program

– Replacing, Repairing Heaters & Conserving Energy 
Heater Program

• https://www.milfordhousing.com/home-repair/ 

• DNREC

– I-ADAPT
• I-ADAPT: A Flood Planning and Adaptation Tool - DNREC (delaware.gov)

– Weatherization Assistance Program
• https://dnrec.delaware.gov/climate-coastal-energy/sustainable-

communities/weatherization/ 

• Energize DE

– Energy Star

– Home Energy Counseling and Checkup program
• Home Energy Counseling and Check-up Program - Energize Delaware

– Pre-weatherization Assistance
• Residential - Energize Delaware

https://www.milfordhousing.com/home-repair/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/coastal-programs/i-adapt/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/climate-coastal-energy/sustainable-communities/weatherization/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/climate-coastal-energy/sustainable-communities/weatherization/
https://www.energizedelaware.org/hec2/
https://www.energizedelaware.org/residential/


Thank you!

Please reach out to 

Vanessa.Cullen@delaware.gov if 

you have any questions about the 

DHTF or the Disaster Housing Strategy, 

or if you wish to be involved it our work.

mailto:Vanessa.Cullen@delaware.gov
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